The Langara Voice - November 24, 2015 by Aspa, Jocelyn (City Editor) et al.
Printed on recycled paper Check out our web exclusives at langaravoice.ca
PRODUCED BY LANGARA JOURNALISM STUDENTS
Jean et Béatrice.....................................................4
Bridging the gap between French and English theatre with a show that caters to a diverse audience
Check us
 out onlin
e at 
langarav
oice.ca
Look for
 special f
eatures 
today on
 conditio
ns of the
 
local ski 
hills, an
 anonym
ous art s
how and
 
a new leg
al street 
vending 
site in th
e Downto
wn 
Eastside DAILY
theVoice
Harassment policy ‘confusing’
Students aren’t necessarily aware of options for filing complaints
By ROSEMARY NEWTON
F
iling a sexual harassment com-
plaint at a post-secondary cam-
pus can be a complicated process.
On Sunday, former UBC stu-
dents filed a human rights complaint 
against the university for its lengthy 
handling of a sexual misconduct case. In 
the case, a PhD student accused of sexu-
ally harassing and assaulting six stu-
dents was not expelled for a year and a 
half. 
Here at Langara College, students 
aren’t necessarily aware of the process 
of filing a sexual harassment complaint 
against, for example, a faculty member. 
“I would talk to my friends and then 
I would go to security,” said Victoria 
Dudzevich, first-year marketing man-
agement student at Langara, explain-
ing what she might do if she were to be 
sexually harassed by a faculty member. 
According to the Langara student 
services website, students who feel sex-
ually harassed by an instructor have 
two options: they can get in touch with 
their department chair or contact the 
director of labour relations and human 
rights. 
Sexual harassment claims fall under 
the Langara Human Rights Policy, 
which subscribes to provisions of the 
B.C. Human Rights Code.
Lara Campbell, department chair of 
gender, sexuality and women’s studies 
at SFU, said that Ontario recently im-
plemented a provincially mandated 
sexual assault policy for all colleges 
and universities, but B.C. does not yet 
have such a policy.
“Every college, every university is go-
ing to have a very different procedure in 
place, which can be very slow and con-
fusing for everyone involved,” she said. 
Langara’s human rights director, 
Sherry Chin-Shue, is presently on ex-
tended leave. Dawn Palmer, associate 
vice-president of HR is currently away 
and no one from HR was available to 
comment before deadline.
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Langara harassment policy leaves students unclear on the steps to take necessary action.
Pono: Young’s take on old tech
By SEAN LEE
PonoMusic will give consumers the highest quality option in digital music listening experience that 
has not been available until now, ac-
cording to Neil Young.
“This gives you a freedom of choice 
in the digital world,” Young said.
Young was in Vancouver today at the 
Warehouse Studio to promote Pono, a 
new music player that aims to bring un-
compressed audio to the listeners.
“The player delivers music the way 
the artists recorded it in the studio,” 
said Sami Kamangar, marketing direc-
tor of PonoMusic.
Pono will also sell music much like 
iTunes, but in a quality that is as close 
to the original studio recording as pos-
sible.
Pono has partnered up with Sony, 
Universal, Warner, and other indepen-
dent labels to provide a huge catalogue 
for their online store.
Much of the digital sound files today, 
such as MP3s, are compressed in order 
to reduce file size for convenience.
The reduction in file size, however, 
leads to loss of quality in the music.
“In compressed files, such as MP3s 
and MP4s, 97 per cent of the data is 
thrown away. You only listen to three or 
four per cent of the song that the artists 
spent hours and hours on,” said Ka-
mangar.
Young said that Pono’s goal is to 
make the listeners “feel” the music the 
way it was intended.
“The pure sound is what we try to 
give people,” said Young. “Whether 
you can hear it or not, it doesn’t matter. 
If you can feel it, that’s what matters.”
Pono, which has been available in the 
U.S. since last year, is now available in 
Canada for $399 through a partnership 
with London Drugs and Amazon Canada.
Neil Young brings music 
player that revives 
authentic studio sound to 
Canadian listeners 
Shady racist 
group causes 
alarm at UBC
White Student Union 
pages that popped up 
nation wide caused a furor 
on UBC campuses
By VINCENT MATAK
UBC’s “White Student Union”, which inspired fierce opposition from students and faculty alike, 
have been accused of orchastrating a 
hoax.
The organization that fraudulently 
claimed to be affiliated with UBC first 
appeared online on Nov. 22, with simi-
lar Facebook pages being established 
at universities across Canada and the 
United States, including the University 
of Toronto, Western University and the 
University of California Berkeley.
The groups all claim to “unapologeti-
cally provide a safe space for white stu-
dents to air their true feelings about the 
future of our nation, discuss and reflect 
on the lessons laid down for us by our 
great European writers, philosophers 
and artists, and develop a positive pro-
gram to restore the pioneering will and 
greatness of our unique and virtuous 
people.”
The group told The Voice that they’re 
affiliated with other white student 
unions only “in spirit”, and are com-
prised of 29 current and former UBC 
students.
SEAN LEE photo
Neil Young at a Warehouse Studio press conference.
See UBC WHITE STUDENT UNION, page 7
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Displaced vendors are losing business
Welfare rates alone are not enough to support street merchants on the DTES
By JOCELYN ASPA 
S
treet vendors around East Hast-
ings are desperate to continue 
selling because it’s the only solu-
tion they have to make ends 
meet with a lack of affordable housing 
in an area being rapidly gentrified, ac-
cording to advocates.
The city’s decision to force the sell-
ers to move to the new sites and im-
pose restrictions on how often they can 
sell is devastating, says Maria Walls-
tam from the Carnegie Community Ac-
tion Plan Project.
“I think part of the reason street 
vending has increased in the last few 
years is because housing has wors-
ened,” said Wallstam. “No one should 
be displaced for trying to survive, and 
that’s essentially what’s happening,”
Many vendors spend the day looking 
for goods, and the new locations don’t 
generate a lot of foot traffic or have re-
stricted hours, she said.
Some of them live in the private ho-
tels and rooming houses, where rents 
have been rising, leaving them with al-
most no money left from the $610 a 
month they get from welfare.
B.C.’s welfare rates are $610 a month 
and have been since 2007. Even those 
who live in social housing, where the 
rents for welfare recipients are limited 
to $375, find themselves struggling to 
feed themselves. 
“Welfare wages are low, so they sup-
plement their income through street 
vending,” Wallstam said. “This is not 
something anyone wants to do, to sit on 
the streets in the rain and sell goods.” 
Ann Livingston, with the Downtown 
Eastside Neighbourhood council, said 
many street vendors are homeless and 
not getting welfare at all, so they vend 
as a way to survive.
According to a report from the DTES 
Street Market Society, done between 
July and November of this year, 24 per 
cent of vendors were homeless, and 89 
per cent reported relying on both gov-
ernment assistance and money that 
they made on the streets to survive. 
The report stated an average street 
vendor could make $76 per day.
“Every possible unfairness is heaped 
on people who have no way to fight 
back,” said Livingston. “They don’t 
have any resources.”
The block on East Hastings Street, 
where vendors have illegally set up 
shop for years, is now off limits to ven-
dors. Instead, the city has instituted 
three other vending locations to which 
they are restricted. The city states its 
objective is “to assist and facilitate the 
movement of street vendors from East 
Hastings Street and surrounding ar-
eas.”  
The vending locations, which are all 
only open to 6 p.m., include 62 E. Hast-
ings St. Monday to Friday, 501 Powell 
St. on Saturdays, and Sundays at Pi-
geon Park on Carrall Street. The East 
Hastings site is across the street from 
where most of the vending has taken 
place over the years and is consider-
ably smaller.
Wallstam said the problem with the 
official vending sites is they close early.
“These sites are not open during the 
night when a lot of people need them,” 
she said. 
Wallstam added people are going to 
continue vending until the city does 
something to improve social housing 
because they have no other choice.
 “If measures were taken, I think 
you’d see a big difference,” she said.
Landon Hoyt, executive director 
with the Hastings Crossing Business 
Improvement Association, said the 
empty business spaces where street 
vending has occurred have been hard 
to fill when the whole sidewalk is 
blocked.
“There is a lack of affordable hous-
ing and job opportunities in the neigh-
bourhood,” he said.
“
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By SCOTT DRAKE
Seniors who are not technology-savvy will find information about Compass Cards hard to come by, 
according to seniors’ advocates.
TransLink is set to replace monthly 
passes with the Compass Card entirely, 
come January. The switch to the re-
loadable fare care has been rolled out 
over the course of the last two years, 
making the paper monthly passes ob-
solete.
For seniors, finding information 
about the impending change can be 
tricky. Barbara Jun, communications 
intern at the South Granville Senior 
Centre, recently organized a meeting 
with TransLink after several seniors 
approached her for more information.  
 
Compass stress 
Seniors have trouble 
accessing online Compass 
Card information 
Shelters crammed as frost nears
By KEVIN UNDERHILL
Vancouver homeless shelters are already turning people away and the coldest weather is yet to ar-
rive.
With arctic temperatures forecasted 
to hit the province’s south coast this 
week, Vancouver shelters can expect to 
see an influx of people in need.
Margaret Pinto, a lead advocate at 
the Catholic Charities Men’s Hostel in 
Vancouver said they are at capacity ev-
ery night.
“We are always full, and more are 
waiting to get in,” she said.
Pinto said they open their doors for 
additional people in extreme weather 
situations but have to wait until BC 
Housing gives them the go-ahead to do 
so.  
“BC Housing tells us on the day of 
and we can open our doors for 20 more 
people but that’s still not enough,” Pin-
to said.
The Catholic Charities Men’s Hostel 
is listed as the largest shelter in the 
city, with 102 beds, and Pinto expects 
that every shelter is facing the same 
situation. 
Vancouver’s director of housing poli-
cy and projects, Abigail Bond, said that 
the city is working closely with the B.C. 
government to best prepare but admit-
ted this is an ongoing issue.
“We have extreme weather shelters 
for people in need,” Bond said. “But on 
some of the coldest nights last year, 
there were still over 400 people on the 
street.”
Skylar Osborne, a case planner at 
the Yukon House in Vancouver said 
their 71 beds are full and they have a 
waitlist of people trying to get in.
“People call all day, people wait all 
day and it’s first come, first serve.” Os-
borne said. 
Osborne sensed a new priority will 
be placed on the 
refugees that will 
be arriving in Van-
couver.
“We’re having 
1,200 refugees 
come to our Surrey 
shelter next week,” 
Osborne said. “The 
city has said with-
out saying, like an 
unwritten rule, 
that they will be 
the priority.”
Bond hopes the 
federal government will step up with 
the assistance of refugees because she 
knows the situation is already tight.
“There are concerns about the high 
rent and low vacancy. Especially be-
cause there are so many people in need 
locally,” Bond said. 
A street vendor sleeps surrounded by his clothing 
for sale on East Hastings. 
JOCELYN ASPA
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Homeless are already be-
ing turned away from shel-
ters in Vancouver
See COMPASS CARD SENIORS, page 7
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	 Salvation Army 
Belkin House
          555 Homer St.
	 Evelyne Saller 
Centre
          320 Alexander St.
	 St. Mark’s Extreme 
Weather Shelter 
           1805 Larch St.
	 The Gathering 
Place Community 
Centre 
          609 Helmcken St.
	 First Baptist 
Church
          969 Burrard Street
Source:  bchousing.org 
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Students study at Langara College’s library, which does not stay open at night during exam time, unlike other schools’ libraries.
Students can’t burn midnight oil here
Langara 
College’s 
library is 
open later 
than usual 
during 
exam time 
but not 
through the 
night 
By JULIA WICKHAM
Exam time is here and post-second-ary schools in Vancouver are ex-tending their hours deeper into the 
night for studying students. Some are 
going all the way — staying open 24 
hours a day — Langara College is not 
one of them.
The W.A.C. Bennett Library at SFU’s 
Burnaby campus has been offering 24-
hour study hours for students during 
fall and spring exam periods since 2012.
According to Natalie Gick, associate 
university librarian, administrative 
services at SFU, the library began stay-
ing open through the night after a re-
quest from the Simon Fraser Student 
Society.
Gick said, on average over 600 SFU 
students use the library to study over-
night.
“From the spring of 2012 to the sum-
mer of 2015, we were open 24-hours for 
a total of 146 days and had close to 
90,000 students use the library in the 
overnight periods,” she said.
Joyce Wong, department chair at the 
Langara Library said that for Langara 
to take on overnight hours, there would 
have to be a sizable demand for it.
“We do offer longer hours during 
exam periods and we have for a couple 
of years, but any decision on 24-hours 
would be based on demand and re-
sources,” she said. 
David Trung, a computer science 
student at Langara said that he 
wouldn’t personally use the library 
more often for studying if it were open 
24-hours, but said that it would be more 
convenient for students.
“If it’s open 24-hours, that’s a great 
alternative for studying than going to 
24-hour cafes that could be a huge dis-
traction,” he said. “That would be a 
great idea.”
 The Langara Library will offer ex-
tended hours — 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. — 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 11.
“Those hours are for what we have 
the resources for at the moment and 
it’s also based on our count traffic,” 
said Wong.
Renewed LSU 
fall election 
in full swing
Club aims to help homeless 
By SERENA PATTAR
W
ith the cold weather ap-
proaching, members of Lan-
gara College’s new Social 
and Environmental Aware-
ness Club (SEAC) hope to make the 
winter easier for those in need.
Samdrup Khemsar, a first-year busi-
ness student at Langara College, co-
founded the club earlier this year 
alongside another student, with the 
hopes of aiding those in need while also 
growing social awareness.
“Our club’s main vision is to connect 
and unite socially aware students at 
Langara to make this school a better 
place, and even make Vancouver a bet-
ter place,” said Khemsar.
SEAC held it’s first fundraiser in 
early October and was overwhelmed 
with the amount of interest in the 
event. An Apple iPad was raffled off, 
and the funds raised will be used to 
give back to the community.
“We raised around 900 or 950 dollars. 
It hasn’t all been counted yet,” said 
Khemsar. “It will be used to give back, 
that was the purpose of the fundrais-
er.”
Khemsar said SEAC will use the 
funds to create winter necessities kits, 
complete with gloves, hats, and socks, 
to distribute with a soon-to-be deter-
mined organization on Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside.
Karyn Eisler, an instructor in the an-
thropology and sociology department 
at Langara, is SEAC’s faculty sponsor. 
She was immediately on board with the 
idea to be involved with SEAC, particu-
larly since many ‘millenials’ are viewed 
as lacking social awareness.
“Sociology informs millenials to 
think beyond themselves, that there’s a 
broader awareness of self and others in 
society,” said Eisler. 
Genevieve Fuji Johnson, an associ-
ate professor in gender, sexuality, and 
women’s studies at SFU, echoed this 
statement. 
As an active member of the Down-
town Eastside Women’s Centre 
(DEWC), Johnson believes that any-
thing offered helps members, especial-
ly since the centre operates on a tight 
budget and limited donations.
Newly formed Langara group fundraised by raffling-off an iPad
COPING with the cold
With Vancouver antici-
pating a cold snap lat-
er this week, what will 
you do to cope when 
temperatures drop?  
INTERVIEWS AND PHOTOS BY MARK STUART
Drink hot water 
and hot beverages 
like coffee or tea.
Just warm 
clothes, not much 
else, there’s noth-
ing else you can 
really do.
Definitely wear 
more layers...I’d 
probably take the 
car more instead 
of public transit 
because waiting 
for the bus outside 
in those tempera-
tures is just too 
cold.
JENNY KIM
Second-year gen-
eral sciences
ARSH DHINDSA
Second-year gen-
eral studies
BRIGITTE LUCANDO
Second-year edu-
cation assitant 
By RUMANA DSOUZA
Voting for the 2015 Langara Stu-dents’ Union Election has begun, and students are voicing their 
opinions about what they want from 
their elected representatives.  
Polling takes place from Nov. 23-26 in 
the Students’ Union Building in the 
lower lounge, after the first attempt at 
the fall election was declared void due 
to “numerous irregularities” found by 
the electoral committee in October.
Second-year political science stu-
dent, Stephanie Duke, said it was her 
first time voting in the students’ union 
election. 
“I read about the election in The 
Langara Voice...and I thought ‘I kind of 
want to get involved in this.’ I’m study-
ing political science so I feel like I need 
to show up for this stuff,” she said, not-
ing the cancellation of the previous 
election as “suspicious.” 
Duke said that her idea of an ideal 
student representative is someone who 
protects the interests of the collective 
student body.
“I’m looking for someone who will 
actually listen to what the students 
want. Someone who brings a new voice 
to what’s going around here. It will be 
nice to have someone who is looking 
out for us,” Duke said.  
Hardavinder Singh, a first-year com-
puter science student, said account-
ability is an attribute that is most desir-
able in a representative. 
“We need representatives who will 
be answerable to students. There 
needs to be more transparency,” Singh 
said. 
LSU staff and polling attendants re-
fused to comment on voter turnout. 
According to the LSU’s website, the 
final results will be declared on Dec. 11. 
Voting for new student 
council on this week
SUBMITTED photo
Samdrup Khemsar and Karyn Eisler 
pose with raffle tickets for an iPad.
“Our club’s 
main vi-
sion is to 
connect 
and unite 
socially 
aware stu-
dents
SAMDRUP 
KHEMSAR
SOCIAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARENESS CLUB
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By JAKE COSTELLO
A local play is bringing Quebecois culture to English-speaking audi-ences, who might otherwise miss 
out, with separate runs in English and 
in French.
Vortex Théâtre’s production of Car-
ole Fréchette’s play John and Beatrice 
opens in English Wednesday at the 
Dusty Flower Shop, a small theatre in 
an artist-only residence building near 
Main Street.  After four nights the mar-
quee will switch to Jean & Béatrice. 
Same play, same actors, but in French.
French director Marie Farsi said she 
is hoping to bring the perspective of 
francophone theatre to Vancouver.
“It’s really important for us that the 
English community feels included and 
has access to what we do,” she said.
Farsi said that while local theatre 
companies such as Théâtre la Seizième 
offer French language shows, Vortex 
Théâtre is bringing an independent as-
pect that is well suited to the neigh-
bourhood.
Emilie Leclerc, who is both co-pro-
ducing the play and starring as Bea-
trice, said she has wanted to take on 
the character ever since first reading 
the play over five years ago.
The show was last produced in Van-
couver in 2009, but this is the first time 
it’s been billed in both languages.
“It was important to do it bilingually, 
just to be able to reach out to the Eng-
lish population who might not be able 
to come see the show in French, and we 
wanted them to discover Carol 
Fréchette’s world,” said Leclerc.
Stefano Giulianetti, who is playing 
John, said that he was drawn to the 
play for the opportunity to perform in 
two languages, but working with two 
scripts has brought challenges.
According to Giulianetti, the nuanc-
es of the French language offer a depth 
to characters that isn’t obvious in the 
translated script.  At the beginning this 
resulted in differences in character be-
tween John and Jean.
“At the start of the show I really liked 
the French Jean better, but inevitably I 
feel like I’ve made the English one the 
same as the French one using different 
words,” he said.
The play runs in English from Nov. 
25-29, and in French from, Dec. 2-5.
Theatre will run both John 
and Beatrice and Jean & 
Béatrice—the same play, 
but in different languages
By KATHRYN WU
An anonymous art show is an op-portunity for enthusiasts to add new pieces and names to their col-
lection.
The North Vancouver Community 
Arts Council (NVCAC) is holding its 
eleventh Anonymous Art Show. Artists 
can submit up to three pieces to be sold 
at $100 each. Half the proceeds go to 
the artist, and the other half will assist 
NVCAC in funding art programmes. 
Stefanie Wysota is the exhibition co-
ordinator at NVCAC. In an email, 
Wysota stated that 378 artists have sub-
mitted works this year with their ages 
ranging from six to 75-years old. The 
anonymity of the pieces adds excite-
ment to the exhibition.
“There is a lot of buzz around who 
the artists are and it is exciting to pur-
chase work and either find out it is 
from an established artist or to discov-
er a new favourite. We always hear 
people in the gallery trying to guess 
who the artists of the pieces are,” 
Wysota said. 
Sharka Leigh owns an art studio in 
North Vancouver and has participated 
in the show since 2009. For Leigh, ano-
nymity promotes the artist’s work.
“Being anonymous makes you buy 
for the art and not the artist’s name,” 
Leigh said.
Leigh noted the growing popularity 
of the exhibition and encourages young 
artists to submit pieces.
“I think it’s a wonderful venue to try. 
You can tell by their numbers … it 
seems to be getting known more and 
more,” Leigh said.
Helen Winter is an artist from Mos-
cow and participated in the 2012 and 
2013 shows. Winter says the Anony-
mous Art Show is a good event for art-
ists because there are no entry fees for 
artwork submission.
“I think it’s a fantastic opportunity 
because for most of the shows where 
you’re going to participate, you need to 
pay,” Winter said. 
The Anonymous Art Show is taking 
place from Nov. 20 to Dec. 19 at the 
CityScape Community Art Space in 
North Vancouver.
Anonymous Art Show re-
veals names of artists only 
after purchase of pieces
THE VOICE, TUESDAY, NOV. 24, 2015 EDITOR DUSTIN GODFREY
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Crown Royal Northern Harvest Rye has flown off Legacy Liquor Store’s shelves since the outlet received 20 new cases on Monday.
Crowned whisky sales on the ryes
Canadian award-winning whisky hard to come by for Vancouver consumers
By BEN BENGTSON
A 
Canadian whisky was named 
the best in the world, though 
one may have to scramble to 
find a bottle in Vancouver.
Crown Royal’s Northern Harvest Rye 
vanished from shelves on Friday after 
it won World Whisky of the Year in Jim 
Murray’s Whisky Bible 2016, an annual 
publication that analyzes roughly 4,600 
whiskies globally. Crown Royal’s victo-
ry marks the first time a Canadian 
whisky has won the award.
Margaret Herd, product consultant 
at a Signature B.C. Liquor Store, said 
the public started buying the whisky in 
droves when the win was announced. 
“It was like hotcakes around here, 
everybody wanted it,” she said. “About 
every third phone call to the store is 
about someone inquiring whether we 
have that whisky.” 
Price might be one of the reasons the 
product has been snatched up so fast – 
and why it may be hard to find a bottle 
in the coming weeks. 
“Everybody wanted to try it because 
it’s only $30—you can’t go wrong,” 
Herd said.
Herd said that demand for Northern 
Harvest Rye, made by Crown Royal in 
Gimli, Man., is higher than the supply. 
“There are 50 cases available and 325 
cases wanted,” she said. “We don’t 
have enough to cover the need.” 
Dylan Palmer, general manager of 
Legacy Liquor Store, managed to place 
an order of Northern Harvest Rye right 
before demand peaked. 
“We got 20 cases in this morning,” 
said Palmer. “We just put in the order 
as soon as the word came out.”
Palmer said those who managed to 
place an order early are lucky.
“There won’t be another shipment 
that comes in till at least mid-Decem-
ber,” he said. 
At the time of publication, Legacy Li-
quor Store had sold half of their 20 
cases in less than four hours. 
Darren Pierce, operations manager 
at Shebeen Whiskey House in Down-
town Vancouver, said growing interest 
in Canadian whisky could increase 
with Crown Royal’s win. 
“People are going to taste other 
whiskies – other ryes, other Canadian 
ryes – to compare them and then see 
what could come next,” he said. 
Play comes in both 
English and Français
Artists unknown to buyers at show
Sharka Leigh, 
a contributor 
to the show, 
often submits 
paintings of 
cows. This 
piece is called 
Chloe, and has 
already been 
sold.
SHARKA LEIGH 
submitted
photo
1	 Crown Royal   
Northern Harvest 
Rye
2	 Pikesville Straight 
Rye
3	 Midleton Dair 
Ghaelach 
4	 William Larue 
Weller Bourbon 
(Bottled 2014) 
5	 Suntory Yamazaki 
Mizunara (Bottled 
2014)
Source: 
blog.thewhiskyexchange.com
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hear peo-
ple trying 
to guess 
who the 
artists of 
the pieces 
are
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Langara Yoga Club 
starts out strong
While Ottawa University is under yoga contro-
versy, Langara College aims at making it com-
fortable for students who want to practise it
Artists get 
crafty at 
Langara 
Students scrambling for 
Christmas shopping or 
other gift ideas have it all 
here at Langara College 
RUMANA DSOUZA photo
Mayumi Sugano sells her original 
tea blends at the United Craft & Gift 
Fair at Langara College.
Students at Langara can 
learn culture of Punjabi 
dancing and music this 
upcoming January
By ANNE-SOPHIE RODET
A new performing arts program at Langara College will look in depth at Punjabi music, dance 
and culture.
Starting in January, Langara will of-
fer continuing studies programs for 
Punjabi performing arts. One program 
will be in dance, the other in music.
Langara College instructor in per-
forming arts, Brad Gibson, said he was 
interested in offering these programs 
because it gives the occasion to under-
stand the depth of an art form.
“By understanding the history, by 
understanding the specifics of any art 
form, that’s the basis of being able to 
break it open, take it forward into a 
modern contemporary form and not 
just do a pale imitation of what has 
been done in the past,” Gibson said.
Hardeep Singh Sahota, director and 
instructor of the Royal Academy of 
Bhangra came to Gibson to propose 
the training. 
He initiated and set up the whole 
project because he wanted to make 
this art form more accessible, Gibson 
said.
Sahota chose to run it with Langara 
because the college was already offer-
ing courses in performing arts. He also 
relied on the longevity Langara can 
guarantee contrary to smaller institu-
tions.
“With Langara, we see the future,” 
said Sahota.
The two programs are collabora-
tions between the Royal Academy of 
Bhangra, Langara and the Punjabi Uni-
versity of Patalia in India.
The Indian university had already 
developed the content and the struc-
ture. 
“They authorize us, Royal Academy 
of Bhangra, to run those programs in 
Canada,” said Sahota.
With the involvement of Pammi Bai, 
famous Punjabi singer and dancer, 
from the Panjabi University of Patala, 
the program has heightened a level of 
prestige.
It is also the only Punjabi perform-
ing arts program accredited by the Ca-
nadian Dance Teachers Association, 
according to Gibson.
Langara will offer two different pro-
grams. Each program will last two se-
mesters. 
A semester will include 80 hours, be-
ing five to six hours per week, covering 
four Punjabi dances or four Punjabi 
folk instruments each and Sufi singing 
and vocals. 
The classes will take pace at the 
Royal Academy of Bhangra in Surrey.
By RUMANA DSOUZA 
      
The United Way Craft & Gift Fair is gearing up for another year at Lan-gara College.
Beginning on Nov. 23 and going until 
this Thursday, local craft and gift ven-
dors will be selling jewellery, clothing, 
houseplants, collectibles, and other 
knick-knacks at the fair, which has be-
come something of a tradition at the 
college.
Langara College rents out table 
space to the vendors and the proceeds 
go towards the Langara College United 
Way Campaign. The annual campaign, 
which takes place mainly in the fall se-
mester each year, comprises of a vari-
ety of events for students, staff and fac-
ulty to help raise funds for the United 
Way of the Lower Mainland. The Craft 
& Gift Fair, Hot Dog Day and the Duck 
Race are some of the more popular 
events organized by the campaign com-
mittee. 
Jackie Scheepbouwer, co-chair of 
Langara’s United Way Campaign com-
mittee, said the campaign has raised 
$13,000 this semester. 
“We started the campaign almost 29 
years ago, and it’s to raise money for 
the needy in the Lower Mainland.” 
Scheepbouwer said. “Fifty per cent of 
the proceeds from special events like 
hotdog sales and the craft fairs goes to-
wards United Way, and the other 50 
percent go to Langara students, in the 
form of bursaries and scholarships.” 
The United Way of the Lower Main-
land is an autonomous non-profit orga-
nization that funds over 150 agencies to 
address community issues such as pov-
erty and homelessness, and help fami-
lies or individuals in crisis.
Mayumi Sugano, fondly known as 
the “Japanese herbal tea lady” by stu-
dents, is one of the popular vendors at 
the fair. She said the event presents an 
opportunity for her to sell her original 
tea blends.
“I just started making my tea blends 
three months ago, so it’s a great start 
for me to sell them here. I really love 
the atmosphere at this fair, and the stu-
dents are so kind,” Sugano said. 
The fair provides early Christmas 
shopping opportunities for those who 
are scrambling for gift ideas.
Jenna Loewen, a second year Latin 
American studies student, visited the 
fair to get a head start on shopping for 
the holidays.
 “I’m looking for Christmas presents 
for my family. I like the fair, but I really 
wish there was more variety in prod-
ucts,” Loewen said. 
TESSA VIKANDER photo
Muskaan Chanana (left) and Rosi Hunter (right) do the famous “tree” yoga pose together.
SUBMITTED photo
Langara College continuing studies 
students can now learn Punjabi 
dancing and music.
By TESSA VIKANDER 
A
s the Student Federation of the 
Universtiy of Ottawa puts its 
free yoga class on hold citing 
concerns of cultural appropria-
tion, two Langara students have start-
ed a yoga club of their own.
Langara Yoga Club founder Rosi 
Hunter said she takes concerns about 
cultural appropriation seriously. She 
also takes measures to ensure her 
classes acknowledge the origins of 
yoga.
“I try and draw peoples’ attention to 
the broader aspects of yoga,” she said. 
“[Yoga] is about unifying your body, 
mind and soul, and you can’t do that 
just through [the yoga poses, called] 
asanas.”
Hunter said she had one student 
confront her about cultural appropria-
tion but she addressed the concern 
looking critically at how she teaches 
and promotes the club. 
On clubs day, over 150 people joined 
the club’s mailing list, said Hunter.
 She hopes the free on-campus class-
es will benefit students who can’t af-
ford to take yoga otherwise.
Muskaan Chanana, a Langara busi-
ness administration student and Hindu 
from Mumbai, practices yoga.
Sbe also said people are drawn to 
Hindu practices, because the culture is 
so powerful and colourful. 
She thinks some Hindus fear west-
ern yoga has lost its meaning.
“It’s not aerobics where you jump 
around,” Chanana said. 
“The teacher needs to teach people 
to sit down with themselves every day 
and to let go of their [emotional] bag-
gage.”
Coordinator for Langara’s yoga 
teacher training program Naseem Gu-
lamhusein said teachers need to be 
“broad enough so you can understand 
the principles of mindfulness and 
yoga” but also respect yoga’s roots in 
Hinduism and Veydic culture.
The fundamental question, said 
Hunter, is whether someone can teach 
a practice that’s not from his or her cul-
ture.
“My opinion is yes,” Hunter said. 
“We need to find a way to work togeth-
er … in a respectful way.”
1	 Nov. 24, 9:00-10:00 
AM
Session with Rosi Hunter
2	 Nov. 26, 1:00-2:00 
PM
Session with Shay 
Halverson
3	 Dec. 1, 9:00-10:00 
AM
Session with Rosi Hunter
4 Dec. 15, 9:00-10:00 
AM
Session with Rosi Hunter
5 Dec. 17,  1:00-2:00 
PM
Session with Shay 
Halverson
Source: Langara Yoga 
Club Facebook 
page
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Care for your cats better
OPINION
MONA BUTLER
T
he BC SPCA is offering 
half-price 
adult cats 
province-
wide this winter 
in order to get 
more strays out 
of the cold. 
This would not 
be a problem if 
people under-
stood the 
importance of 
spaying and 
neutering their 
cats, not letting cats who are not 
fixed wander outside alone, and 
realizing that there is no point in 
buying a kitten when there are so 
many cats available. There are over 
1,400 cats in BC SPCA shelters across 
the province that need forever homes 
and each cat that gets adopted out 
makes room for another stray to get 
off the street.
Not spaying and neutering your 
outdoor cat is practically asking for 
an unwanted pregnancy. Not many 
people will then take the time to care 
for the resulting kittens and they 
more often than not end up aban-
doned or in the shelter system. 
There is no need for more kittens, 
accidental pregnancies and purpose-
fully bred included, when there are 
so many cats to be adopted already. 
The average female cat can have up 
to eight kittens in a litter and  a 
single cat can have up to 100 kittens 
in her lifetime. A pair of cats and 
their kittens can make 420,000 kittens 
in just 7 years. 
When people go to a breeder, they 
usually want a kitten because it's 
small and cute, but when adopting an 
adult cat, what you see is what you 
get, which is a good thing in this 
situation. Kittens can be very cute 
and nice growing up, but could 
become total menaces once they 
become adults. Getting an adult cat 
means you already know the person-
ality of the animal you are getting 
and you can choose a cat that fits 
your lifestyle.
Cat that are let out to wander with 
no ID tag, tattoo or micro chip and 
are found by concerned citizen will 
probably end up in the shelter 
system, taking up room that could be 
used for cats that are strays or 
rescued from abusive situations. Not 
to mention it's just dangerous to let 
them out because you're putting 
them at risk of becoming coyote food, 
they could get hit by a car, or just 
stolen. 
All these thing considered, if you 
can't take the time to do those basic 
things to keep your cat safe, maybe it 
should go to someone else after all 
and remember: adopt, don't shop.
SEAN LEE comic
Glitter beards a hairy situation
Developers 
too fast to 
the punch
Sparkling and shining brighter than Rudolph’s nose on a foggy C h r i s t m a s 
Eve, glitter beards 
are the supposed 
must have for men 
this holiday sea-
son. Just when you 
thought the beard 
fad was over, ac-
cording to fashion 
world writers and 
models like David 
Sanderson and 
Joel Alexander, 
now men are sprin-
kling glitter all 
over them. 
That’s right bearded men – and 
some women making  replicas – are 
covering their faces with that awful 
stuff that sticks to just about 
everything imaginable. 
I can’t image sporting this look at 
my Christmas parties. It would just 
annoy me.
Brian and 
Jonathan, aka 
The Gay Beards 
from Portland, 
Oregon, cover the 
entire online 
gamut, from 
Instagram to 
FaceBook, with 
the latest style, 
design and care 
tips for beardos. 
They recommend 
prepping your 
locks with oil or 
hairspray to help 
the glitter stick. But, of course we 
know that glitter doesn’t really stay 
on. 
I can picture how the novelty will 
unravel over the course of the 
evening. Don’t bend over the rum 
and eggnog; no one wants that in 
their drink. Never mind the food on 
the potluck table. Also, don’t kiss me 
under the mistletoe. I don’t want 
inhale and suck on that stuff.
If you watch The Gay Beards’ 
tutorial on YouTube, you will see 
bits and pieces flaking off their face, 
falling to the ground, as they laugh 
about using Morning Wood scented 
oil. Bad pun intended. (Made by an 
Aussie Company, The Groomed Men 
Co.)
Beards may have temporarily 
made their way back on the winter 
party scene but thank goodness the 
holidays will be over in about a 
month’s time. In the meantime, 
those glitter-bombed persons might 
be better off alone in a corner, 
shining brightly at a standstill, like a 
Christmas tree ornament.
OPINION
NANCY PLECHTY
When I read on Sunday that a Vancouver developer offered up an empty 12-unit property to 
house Syrian refugees, cynicism 
gripped me. While I understand the de-
sire to help out, the complicated rela-
tionship between 
developers in this 
city and the people 
who live in it 
strikes me as cal-
culated. And when 
I consider that all 
three tiers of our 
government seem 
fundamentally in-
capable of dealing 
with Vancouver’s 
housing situation, 
the cynicism is 
paralysing. 
It's a tough 
move to criticize, I think. Refugees 
need housing, and we must do what 
we can to bring people here safely. 
And in a wealthy city like Vancouver 
the idea that affluent individuals 
should open their doors is obvious.
But where I get most hung up is 
this: it isn't up to private citizens, no 
matter how wealthy, to solve this 
problem. It is up to government. And 
the governments of B.C. and Canada 
have a bad track 
record of dealing 
with displaced 
people.
Once refugees 
are here, housing 
them is only the 
beginning. Will 
government take 
care of them? Put 
in place programs 
supporting these 
new Canadians? 
Or will this too be 
downloaded to 
private citizens 
and non-profits? I 
find it difficult to 
trust that despite 
the best of 
intentions, governments will deal 
well with any displaced people in the 
long term. How long will these new 
Canadians be housed before they 
are reno-victed to make way for 
condos? Four months? A year?
It seems disingenuous for develop-
ers to offer help while income 
inequality tears Vancouver at the 
seams. It's a recipe for resentment.
It is not either/or when it comes to 
taking care of each other. It must be 
both. Governments must care for all 
their citizens, whether it’s those who 
are struggling already or those who 
wish to become citizens. Regardless, 
we have another chance to do better.
OPINION
KATE 
RICHARDSON
“The gov-ernment of 
B.C. and 
Canada 
have a 
bad track 
record 
of deal-
ing with 
displaced 
people
“Don’t bend 
over the 
rum and 
eggnog; no 
one wants 
that in 
their drink
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Langara club 
members in 
support of
Syrian cause
JORY SMALLENBERG submitted photo
From left to right, Abbotsford mayor Henry Braun, Jory Smallenberg of UBC Student Response to Syria, and Deputy 
Police Chief André Crawford  from York Region, Toronto at the National Character Conference in Abbotsford where 
Smallenberg spoke about the UBC Refugee Relief Movement. 
“
The 
general 
climate is 
that people 
are 
nodding 
their heads 
that they 
want to 
help, but 
no one is 
practically 
putting 
that in 
place
JORY 
SMALLENBERG
CO-FOUNDER OF 
UBC STUDENT 
RESPONSE
Groups on campus plan to 
welcome refugees and 
assist in fundraising 
By BRIDGETTE WATSON
A
n estimated 2,500 Syrian refu-
gees are expected to arrive in 
the Lower Mainland in the next 
few weeks and post secondary 
student groups are looking for con-
crete ways to offer help.
Ninu Kang is the director of commu-
nity and development at MOSAIC, a 
non-profit organization that addresses 
immigrant issues, including resettle-
ment. Kang explained that university 
and college groups have already played 
a critical role in mobilizing student and 
faculties to support Syrian refugees. 
“Emily Carr University of Art + De-
sign called us and mobilized an inter-
nal faculty and student campaign for 
financial donations and MOSAIC di-
rected this money to to our Syrian Ref-
ugee Settlement Fund,” said Kang.
Jory Smallenberg, a third year arts 
student at UBC, connected with MO-
SAIC at a campus lecture just over a 
month ago. Smallenberg, and fellow 
student Katriina O’Kane, started the 
campus group UBC Student Response 
to support the Syrian Refugee Crisis 
one month ago and it is now 50 mem-
bers strong. The group has set a tangi-
ble monetary goal of raising $72,000 to 
sponsor a Syrian family of eight. 
Smallenberg believes that students 
can do more than just pay lip service to 
the issue. “The general climate is that 
people are nodding their heads that 
they want to help, but no one is practi-
cally putting that in place,” said Small-
enberg, “Knowing what is happening 
to our brothers and sisters across the 
world, I just couldn’t focus on school.” 
Smallenberg credits MOSAIC with pro-
viding the guidance her group initially 
required.
Nadeer Abdullah, the president of 
the Syrian Canadian Council of BC, 
said that raising funds is important, 
but that student groups must work 
closely with the organizations they 
partner with. He cautions that organi-
zation’s goals for mobilizing money 
may differ from the objectives of stu-
dent groups and that these details 
must be worked out in advance.
“We discuss all issues which impact 
the experience of white students,” said 
a spokesperson for the group, who de-
nied requests to provide a name. They 
did add, however, 
that the group ex-
ists partly in re-
sponse to the City 
of Vancouver’s 
handling of the 
Syrian refugee cri-
sis. 
“We sympathize 
with the plight of 
the Syrian refu-
gees; however, we 
find it troubling 
that the media has 
praised wealthy 
Vancouver devel-
opers for providing 
housing without 
questioning why this is being done at a 
time when so many Vancouver families 
and students are struggling to meet 
housing costs,” they said.
Litsa Chatzivasileiou, a UBC gender, 
race, sexuality and social justice in-
structor, said she and several of her 
students and colleagues are speaking 
out against the body within the week 
for espousing white supremacist val-
ues.
“Whether they are Internet trolls or 
an actual UBC student union the rea-
son these ... groups’ voices are symp-
tomatic of a broader Islamophobic and 
racist sentiment around the world and 
more specifically in North America,” 
she said, adding that they’ve sprung 
out mainly in response to the anti-refu-
gee sentiment that is “taking place in 
Canada”.
“On one hand, it’s a matter of igno-
rance,” she said. “On the other hand, 
ignorance breeds hate.”
Both the UBC administration and 
the Alma Matter Society (AMS) made 
clear that, real or not, the organization 
was in no way linked with the univer-
sity.
“We have a very clear sort of defini-
tions as to what constitutes an accept-
able and inclusive club on campus and 
in my opinion, the group would not 
meet those criteria,” said AMS presi-
dent Aaron Bailey. 
In a statement, Associate Vice-Presi-
dent of Equity and Inclusion Sara-Jane 
Finlay said UBC is requesting the orga-
nization “cease using UBC’s trade-
marks” and that UBC “is not responsi-
ble for the content on this page and 
does not endorse its content”. 
1	 Emily Carr Univer-
sity of Art + Design 
organized a student 
campaign 
2	 UBC developed 
the UBC Student 
Response to raise 
enough money 
to support eight 
Syrian families
3	 UFV has hosted a 
community forum 
on the refugee 
crisis
SCHOOLS
with plans
Post secondary involvement
crucial to incoming refugees
Student groups accross the province are organizing help for Syrians
FACEBOOK screen grab
A comic posted to the UBC “White Student Union” Face-
book page.
By JULIA WICKHAM
With an incoming wave of refu-gees making their way to B.C. in December, some clubs at 
Langara College are raising awareness 
following the Paris terrorist attacks.
Khaled Sukkarie, a member of the 
Langara Muslim Association, said he 
stands by his view that accepting refu-
gees into Canada is the right decision.
“It is our responsibility, not as a 
country, but as human beings to aid 
one another during times of crisis re-
gardless of our social and cultural dif-
ferences,” he said.
Beder Bani-Ahmad, who is also a 
member of the Langara Muslim Asso-
ciation said that the club is planning a 
popcorn fundraiser starting from Nov. 
30 - Dec. 2 to raise money for Medical 
Aid for Syria, a local-based project that 
helps to send medical supplies and 
equipment to Syria.
Sukkarie said he thinks the racism 
towards the refugees is due to the lack 
of exposure of the crisis to Canadians.
“If people who are skeptical about 
this would take the time and do some 
research, they would find out that 
these attacks do not have anything to 
do with the Syrian refugees,” he said.
Bani-Ahmad also said that the Mus-
lim community has witnessed several 
hate crimes in Canada in recent weeks.
“We have seen Muslim women being 
assaulted, and even had a mosque 
burnt. The vast majority of Muslims 
who have absolutely nothing to do with 
the attacks and those who perpetrated 
them do not deserve to be abused 
based on the recent attacks,” he said.
Keon Lum, club pastor of the Langa-
ra Christian Club, said the attacks in 
Paris shouldn’t affect a Christian’s 
view on refugees, and that prejudices 
just “add negatively to an already seri-
ous humanitarian crisis and detracts 
from what needs to be done.”
“A lot of the concerns were about the 
fact that everything was going to be on-
line.”  
Jun explained that many seniors 
that visit the centre also had concerns 
about being overcharged.
Maria Abarca, a senior and former 
monthly pass user, has been using the 
Compass Card in anticipation of the 
change. She 
said, “I’m not 
young I can for-
get, sometimes I 
will forget to 
punch out.” 
The difficulty, 
according to 
Jun, is that 
though there are 
solutions to 
problems like be-
ing overcharged, 
they are mostly 
accessible on-
line.  Many se-
niors lack the 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
skills to navigate 
the TransLink 
website, and 
would prefer person-to-person interac-
tion.
TransLink was unable to comment 
at time of publication.
“I’m not 
young, I 
can forget, 
sometimes 
I will 
forget to 
punch out 
MARIA ABARCA
SENIOR AND 
FORMER MONTHLY 
TRANSIT PASS 
USER
COMPASS CARD SENIORS,continued 
from page 2
TROLLS CREATE FLAP AND RACIST 
GROUP HOAX,continued from page 1
LITSA 
CHATZIVASILEIOU
UBC gender, race, 
sexuality and 
social justice 
instructor
2	 Western Universtity
3	 University of 
California Berkely
4	 New York University
OTHER
 schools
affected
1	 University of 
Toronto
8 portssTHE VOICE, TUESDAY, NOV. 24, 2015 EDITOR OWEN MUNRO
UBC in first Vanier since 1997
Thunderbirds travel to Quebec City to take on defending champions
Ski season 
launch draws 
big crowds
Vancouver’s big three 
mountains open early with 
large snowfalls and cold 
temperatures on horizon
By MURRAY B. HUNT
The Whistler and Vancouver ski season got underway a little earli-er than normal this year, with not 
one but three resorts to choose from 
for skiers and snowboarders.
Whistler Blackcomb, Cypress Moun-
tain and Grouse Mountain began oper-
ating their lifts this weekend, after 
snowmaking and recent natural snow 
helped the resorts open a week earlier 
then scheduled.
Marcello Cellai, a first-year Langara 
College business student from Italy 
said he is excited for the upcoming sea-
son. Cellai is from Sestriere, Italy, the 
site of the 2006 Winter Olympic men’s 
ski championship.
 “I’m looking forward to skiing on an-
other Olympic ski slope this winter,” he 
said. “I like to relax 
and enjoy the snow 
with friends and to 
take time and en-
joy the winter.” 
Whistler had a 
successful opening 
weekend, where 
they had a snow 
base of 77-centime-
ters and over 4,000 
people on opening 
day alone, accord-
ing to communications coordinator 
Emily Wright.
“Whistler was busy with 4,343 people 
taking to the slopes on opening day. It 
has been a great start to the season and 
we are about 30 centimeters above our 
snowfall from last year.”
Grouse Mountain had a 35-centime-
ter snow base and had an additional 57 
centimeters of snowfall during the 
weekend. Julia Grant, communications 
manager for Grouse, said that they had 
several local skiers and riders, noting 
the upcoming cold temperatures in the 
forecast this week will add more snow 
to their base, on top of the snow they 
will make themselves.
“The combination of the snow and 
sun brought lots of people out onto the 
slopes.” said Joffrey Koeman, sales and 
marketing director of Cypress Moun-
tain.
 “It has just started to snow and we 
expect about 20-centimeters of snow 
over the next 24 hours,” Koeman said. 
“It should be clear after that, so we 
would be able to open up more terrain.” 
Blackcomb, the second mountain at 
Whistler is scheduled to open this com-
ing Thursday.
MARCELLO CELLAI
First-year busi-
ness student 
PAUL MORRISON submitted photo
A skier at Whistler-Blackcomb
Basketball teams finding momentum
Men’s and women’s teams 
win one and lose one on 
Vancouver Island in final 
games before holidays
By SEYEDMOSTAFA RAZIEI
The men and women’s Langara Col-lege basketball teams will come back from their holiday break with 
momentum after finishing the first-half 
of their seasons with wins over Camo-
sun College. 
On Friday, Nov. 20, Vancouver Island 
University Mariners (VIU) hosted Lan-
gara, where the women lost 82-51 and 
the men lost 102-78. 
For Paul Eberhardt, head coach of 
the men’s team, the result was expect-
ed as VIU is currently ranked the num-
ber one team in the Canadian Colle-
giate Athletic Association (CCAA) 
national rankings.
“VIU is a very big team and we are a 
bit of a smaller team. They are a very 
talented team,” Eberhardt said. “We 
are playing at a very fast pace, but I 
think we are not in the shape that we 
must be.”
He also said that Langara must work 
on rebounding and improve their fit-
ness in order to do a better job in the 
second-half of the season.
On Saturday night at Camosun Col-
lege in Victoria, the women redeemed 
themselves with a 73-53 victory, while 
the men won a close game, 77-74. 
For Grant Galbraith, who plays cen-
tre for the men’s team, it’s a competi-
tive league for a young team, but he 
believes Langara has a real good 
chance in the second-half to continue 
to win more games.
“Christmas break is a good opportu-
nity for all of us to work on our skills 
individually,” Galbraith said. “I am 
proud that none of us are really great, 
but we are able to come together really 
well.”
Mike Evans, head coach of women’s 
team, said that in the face of the final 
exam break, it will not be easy to get 
players together to practice. 
“When we come back, we will just 
practice every day until our league 
playoffs start,” said Evans. “Because 
we are such a young team, our practic-
es and intensity of our practices will 
help us.”
The women’s team consists of seven 
first-year players. 
“It is a big difference in physical abil-
ity, maturity and experience,” Evans 
said. “Learning how to compete against 
those players is sort of the next step for 
us.”
“Christmas 
break is a 
good op-
portunity 
for all of 
us to work 
on our 
skills indi-
vidually
GRANT GALBRAITH
LANGARA FAL-
CONS FORWARD
UBC THUNDERBIRDS ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT photo
 The UBC Thunderbirds hoist the Uteck Bowl after beating St. Francis Xavier 36-9 on Sat. Nov. 20
AARON BAILEY
President of the 
UBC Alma Mater 
Society
“I would 
say UBC 
edges out 
Montreal 
by a field 
goal, 
maybe like 
34-31
By JASON HAMILTON
U
BC’s football team has earned a 
spot in the 2015 Vanier Cup, an 
achievement that hasn’t been 
accomplished in 17 years.
The Thunderbirds will face off 
against the University of Montreal Car-
abins, the defending Vanier Cup cham-
pions, this Saturday, Nov. 28 at Telus 
Stadium in Quebec City. The game will 
mark UBC’s first Vanier Cup appear-
ance in 17 years. 
The Thunderbirds have been on the 
road since the Nov. 17 and are current-
ly in Quebec City prepping for Satur-
day’s game.
Kevin Wiens, starting defensive 
back for the Thunderbirds, is feeling 
the support his school is giving him. 
“The President of UBC sent us a con-
gratulations after our win over St. 
Francis Xavier, and the student body is 
really starting to care about the foot-
ball team,” he said.
But UBC’s student body, nearly 
60,000 strong, is just the beginning for 
Wiens, who hopes that he and his team 
will have all of B.C. behind them come 
game night.
Aaron Bailey, President of the UBC 
Alma Mater Society said although they 
haven’t planned anything yet, there 
will most likely be a viewing party at a 
local pub.
“I know throughout the year we’ve 
been having pre-beer gardens and tail-
gate parties to support the Thunder-
birds and we have been trying our 
hardest to pack that stadium and give 
them that confidence to hopefully pull 
off a ridiculous win this Saturday,” Bai-
ley said.
But despite the Thunderbird’s mo-
mentum, UBC’s alma matter president 
doesn’t expect the road ahead to be an 
easy one.
  “I think it’s going to be a very close 
high scoring game cause both our 
teams are quite offensive. I would say 
UBC edges out Montreal by a field goal, 
maybe like 34-31.”
Wiens said the weather shouldn’t be 
a factor for the Thunderbirds, after bat-
tling tough conditions in Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia.
“I think our last 3 games we have 
dealt with either rain or just really cold 
or windy,” Wiens said. “I believe by 
now we can adapt to the environment.”
UBC will meet the Carabins after 
Montreal defeated the Guelph Gry-
phons 25-10 in the Mitchell Bowl earlier 
in the day.
Wiens said that the Thunderbirds 
should be worried about the Car-
abins’ strong starting running 
back, Sean Thomas-Er. Thomas-
Er rushed for 170 yards and a 
touchdown on 23 carries in the 
win. 
Joe Stewart and friends were 
arguing over whether they were 
going to watch the game at a lo-
cal pub or if they were going to 
throw a party at their friends Al-
ex’s house on Saturday as they 
were going to invite themselves 
over.
Not all of UBC plans to watch 
the game this Saturday though, 
as many students are gearing up 
for final exams, including Kevin 
Xu and Russel Engebretson who 
both said they are going to be too 
busy to watch the big game.
Falcons’ Tally
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
W-D-L 
3-4-0
Ranked: 5th 
 
MEN’S BASKETBALL
W-D-L 
5-2-0
Ranked: 3rd
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This year’s edition of the 
Vanier Cup will be the 51st. 
It is UBC’s sixth time in the 
national championship, and 
first since 1997.
